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TOURISM PORTFOLIO 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling): Today I received a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to 
debate as a matter of public interest the following motion - 

This House calls on the Premier to elevate the status of the Tourism portfolio to a senior portfolio 
within the Western Australian Government with a dedicated Tourism Minister. 

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

The SPEAKER:  The matter shall proceed on the usual basis. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.49 pm]:  I move the motion.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members!  It is disorderly for members to carry on discussions across the Table.  If members 
have lost control of their emotions, they should leave and not yell out in this Chamber.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  This House calls on the Premier to elevate the status of the tourism portfolio to a senior 
portfolio within the Western Australian Government with a dedicated tourism minister or, at worst, a minister 
whose prime responsibility and most important portfolio is tourism.   

The economy of Western Australia will, for many years into the future, be based primarily on our agriculture and 
mining industries.  That will be the reality.  We need to add value to, diversify and build upon that economic 
base.  However, we also need to develop key service industry sectors.  None is more important than the tourism 
industry.  It is already an important industry in this State.  It can be measured by value of expenditure - some 
$4.2 billion.  It represented some 6.8 million nights of visitor accommodation in Western Australia in 1999-
2000.  It is composed of intrastate, interstate and international tourism.  Although intrastate tourism involves the 
largest number of nights of accommodation, the strongest contribution in economic impact comes from 
international tourism.  That is the area on which we particularly need to focus.  The tourism industry is a large 
industry.  It employs in the order of 80 000 people in this State and consists of some 4 000 businesses.  
Obviously the majority of those businesses are of a small business nature.   

There are other reasons that this industry is important.  It has a very high potential for expansion and growth.  
During the 1990s, and before some of the terrorist events of recent times, world tourism was growing at about 
five to eight per cent per year - way above world economic growth.  Significantly, a certain component of that - 
ecotourism and adventure tourism - was growing at close to 30 per cent.  It is income elastic.  As people and 
economies become wealthier, they spend more on almost everything.  However, they spend more particularly on 
travel, tourism and hotel accommodation.   

Secondly, as an industry it is a big employer.  Critically, the industry employs many young people in their first 
jobs.  It is a big trainer of people.  It provides casual and part-time employment.  It employs university students 
out of hours and on weekends, when they are able to work.  It employs a large number of married women out of 
hours and on weekends, when their husbands, mothers or mothers-in-law are available to look after their 
children.  Indeed, the largest single demographic employment group in the hotel industry happens to be single 
mothers.  It is a very important industry as an entry to the work force and as a source of casual and part-time 
work for many people who, when they enter the industry, often have relatively little or no skill.   

Thirdly, it is an industry that has a strong regional focus.  This Government ignores the regions; we all know 
that.  The tourism industry has the greatest potential to grow in regional Western Australia.  For those basic 
reasons - its potential for growth, its role in employment and providing first jobs and its regional focus - it is an 
industry to which the Government should give a high, if not close to the highest, priority.   

As members know, the industry has had a very difficult time over the past 15 months.  There has been a 
coincidence of events that has caused great damage to and has created great problems for the industry.  The 
September 11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York has had a dramatic effect on both business 
and tourist travel internationally.  There is a view in the international business community that business travel 
will never recover.  The operation of international business has changed forever.  Companies will not send their 
executives on the same amount of travel they used to.  Hopefully, international tourism for recreational purposes 
and family visits will fully recover in time.  The collapse of Ansett Australia just three days later on 14 
September had a dramatic effect within Australia.  Suddenly, a large proportion of domestic and international 
travel was lost.  There was also the loss of the Skywest Airlines Pty Ltd service in this State.  Indeed, I well 
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remember the rally on the steps of Parliament.  Only through the activities of opposition parties in this 
Parliament and the federal Government did Skywest get back into the air.  The Premier did not even know what 
was happening and, indeed, argued in the Press against assisting Skywest.  Both the state Liberal and National 
Parties supported Skywest and did something about it, along with the federal Government.  That got the service 
back into the air and helped ameliorate some of the problems in regional areas.   

We have also had the public liability crisis, which has caused huge problems, particularly for the growth sector 
of ecotourism and adventure tourism.  If the businesses involved can get insurance - many cannot - they find that 
the cost has risen dramatically.  For example, the premiums for bushwalking activities have gone up about 65 per 
cent, premiums for horse-riding activities have increased in the order of 1 000 per cent, and premiums for 
outback tours have gone up by about 40 per cent.  A number of operators have folded and events have been 
cancelled.  For example, the train service on the One Mile Jetty at Carnarvon ceased to operate.  More recently 
we have had the Bali terrorist attack.  That will create problems internationally.  Also, it will create problems in 
that Australia might not be perceived as such a safe place as people previously thought.   

What has this Government done?  Let us look at its record in tourism.  It got away to a disastrous start.  When 
the first Gallop Cabinet was appointed, the first thing that was noticeable was that there was no tourism minister.  
The Government had either forgotten about tourism or had relegated tourism to such unimportance that it did not 
even designate the title of tourism in the first Cabinet. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Come on! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  That is the reality.  The Premier should read his own announcement.  He did not even 
include tourism in his Government’s portfolios.  Then he tacked tourism onto the responsibilities of -  

Dr G.I. Gallop:  This is real in-depth debate! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  It is.  I hope the Premier joins in instead of hurling insults across this Chamber.  Instead of 
intimidating female members of this Parliament, I hope he joins in the debate.  Rise above the gutter!  The 
Premier should rise above the gutter and join in the tourism debate, because it does matter in this State.   

Tourism was then tacked onto the responsibilities of Hon Clive Brown, who already had responsibility for 
resources development, mines, and commerce and trade.  What is the reality?  The Government then appointed a 
parliamentary secretary, Hon Ken Travers, to assist the minister.  I say to the minister opposite that he needs 
assistance; he has too many portfolios and he needs a hand with tourism.  What has the tourism industry found?  
Representatives from the industry cannot get to see the tourism minister.  He rarely turns up at major tourism 
events.  They are forced to deal with Hon Ken Travers, who, I must say, does a good job.  He does the best job 
he can, but he is not a minister; he is not a member of Cabinet.  The industry sees itself as being given a second-
best or lower status.  That is the reality.  If those people want to meet with this Government, they are told to meet 
with the parliamentary secretary, and it happens repeatedly.  They are being treated as a second-best industry.  

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Back up your claim!  Deal with the real issue.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I will go through it.  Let us look at the Premier’s first budget.  In 2001-02 the Government 
cut tourism spending in real terms by 10.6 per cent.  The Premier can sit there and shake his head, but he should 
look at his own budget - if he can read it.  He could not read the employment statistics accurately 10 minutes 
ago.  After the events of September 11 and the collapse of Ansett, to the Government’s credit it retraced that 
process and allocated $5 million from the regional investment fund to tourism promotion for regional areas.  
That did have an effect and that was good.  The Government did react, but only to a crisis.  There was no prior 
commitment to tourism; it was brought on only by a crisis.   

The member for Nedlands has pointed out the cuts in funding for promotions in Singapore and Malaysia.  If a 
Government does only one thing in this area, it should market and promote tourism.  They are the very areas that 
have been cut back under this Government.   

Let us look at the Western Australian Tourism Commission.  The Government started a restructure of the 
Tourism Commission in August 2001.  It is still going on.  There is absolute confusion within the Tourism 
Commission.  About half the staff are still in acting positions.  The organisational structural changes that have 
been made have made it top heavy.  The Government has appointed a lot more senior people to the Tourism 
Commission.  The tourism funding that is there is being absorbed by salaries for bureaucrats.  Members should 
not take my word for it.  Let us see what other people have said.  The Tourism Council Western Australia said 
that the Tourism Commission was a slick, efficient tourism marketing organisation and claims the restructure is 
damaging morale.  A former Western Australian Tourism Commission regional director, Vince Laurella, claims 
the WATC has been catatonic for the past 18 months.  The draft review of the restructure found that the WATC 
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was bogged down in bureaucracy, skill levels were dropping and it was reluctant to cooperate with industry.  
That is hardly a ringing endorsement of a Government interested in tourism. 

Let us look at the south west of the State.  Members would recall the ban on old-growth logging.  I am sure the 
Premier will wax on about that.  Members would recall the press statements that told people not to worry about a 
loss of jobs in the timber industry because there would be a boom in tourism.  I visit the south west every three 
to four months and I am yet to see a boom in tourism; I am still looking for it.  Where is the boom in tourism?  
Where are the timber workers walking out of mills that have closed and picking up jobs in the tourism industry?  
The Premier should go down to the south west, look for himself and tell me where the boom in tourism is.  I 
have not seen it any time I have been there, and I regularly go down to that timber area. 

What about industrial relations?  That is another area in which this Government has made changes.  If any 
industry needs flexibility in its conditions of employment, it is tourism.  Tourism is an out-of-hours, weekend 
business.  This Government has brought in legislation that dramatically restricts the flexibility of employment 
and wage conditions for those working in the tourism industry.  The one demographic group in the hotel industry 
that will be hit hardest by the Government’s industrial relations changes is single mothers.  There have already 
been examples of that.  The cafe at the New Norcia Bakeries in Mt Hawthorn no longer opens on public 
holidays; that is the start of it.  The Premier should talk to tourism operators in Fremantle.  They will tell him 
that 16 and 17-year olds have now replaced all the 19 and 20-year-old students who worked in that industry.  
Those operators are saying that the consequence of that is that their least experienced and youngest staff are on 
duty at their peak periods when they have to provide the most professional service to their customers.  There is 
one reason for that: the Government’s industrial relations law.  People are losing their jobs and being replaced by 
very young high school kids.  High school kids are taking away university students’ part-time jobs.  That is 
hardly good for the reputation of the industry.  A 12.5 per cent loading is being placed on customers in the 
tourism cafe sector to meet the cost of higher wages.  Employers cannot afford to pay $28 to $35 an hour to 
casual employees in the tourism industry on a Sunday or public holiday; the customers in their industry cannot 
support that.  The Government is out with the birds.  It has no understanding of the reality of operating in a 
labour-intensive sector such as tourism. 

What about crime?  Crime impacts on tourism.  There have been many examples of extreme antisocial behaviour 
in two of our prime tourist locations in Perth - Northbridge and Fremantle.  Nothing has been done about that.  
The situation has become so bad that one of our major tourist operators in this State no longer takes bus loads of 
international and interstate visitors to Northbridge as part of the night tours in Perth because of antisocial 
behaviour there.  That is a terrific government approach to crime and tourism.  The number of tourism-related 
businesses in Northbridge has dropped from about 120 to 70. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  You are negative.  You are trying to undermine Western Australia.  You undermine Western 
Australia all the time.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier should dry up and listen. 

Let us talk about tourism.  Businesses related to tourism in Northbridge have asked the Government to do 
something about the antisocial behaviour.  The Government does nothing about it except insult female members 
of Parliament.  It should get above that and talk about the issue. 

Let us look at the international market.  The international situation is severe.  The figures in the nine months of 
the financial year to March indicate - 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.D. McRae), you need to be on the ball here.  In the nine months 
of the financial year to March the number of international visitors has dropped by a small amount, 1.3 per cent.  
The Government might think that it has survived the impact of the events at the World Trade Center and other 
activities during that period.  However, a look behind the figures indicates that small drop is because of a 13 per 
cent increase in tourism and travel from the United Kingdom, which is essentially a home stay.  That figure 
relates to family reunions.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  That is called tourism.  It is a very important part of it. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier giggles away but he does not understand the point. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  I do understand the point.  You are knocking Western Australia.  Knock, knock, knock! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Are you going to do your job, Mr Acting Speaker? 
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The vast majority of those visitors from the United Kingdom stay in private accommodation.  The high growth 
sectors, where the real tourism dollars come from, indicate that tourism from Singapore is down by nine per 
cent; from Japan, 11 per cent; from Malaysia, 16 per cent; and from Germany, 22 per cent. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  What is your point? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I am saying that the industry has some problems.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  We know that. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Government is doing nothing about it. 

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I am enjoying the points being made by the lead speaker, but I am a little annoyed that 
the Premier of the State is interjecting and name calling like a spoilt primary school child.  There should be some 
control in this place.  The Premier should not denigrate the Opposition’s speaker, who is making some very good 
points and teaching the Government about tourism. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.D. McRae):  There is no point of order on the matters raised by the member for 
Dawesville.  However, the Leader of the Opposition did look to the Chair for some protection.  Although I did 
not intervene, because members behind him were engaged in a cross-Chamber barney, it is time to allow the 
Leader of the Opposition to present his argument. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  When was that? 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Warren-Blackwood should be careful.  If he wants to raise a 
question about the guidance I am giving the Chamber, he should please do it under the standing orders.  He 
should not think that he can question sotto voce the advice I am giving the Chamber. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The point is that the overall figures for international tourism conceal the true effect of the 
downturn in tourism.  The high yield markets in international tourism - that is, hotel stays, tourist facility usage 
and travel arrangements and the like - are down from between 10 per cent to 20 per cent; that is the extent of the 
problem. 

Let us look at jobs.  In August 2001 - a year ago - 50 000 people worked in the tourism industry in this State.  In 
August this year that figure was down to about 41 000.  About 12 000 jobs have already gone out of tourism, yet 
the labour relations laws are still to fully impact on the industry around February or March next year.  A number 
of projects have stalled or are going nowhere.  The Indian Ocean Drive project has been delayed.  What is going 
on with the sky jetty project?  What sort of message is the Government giving out about Mauds Landing in 
Ningaloo?  We do not know.  Revenue from hotel occupancy is down by $11 million. 
I am fair.  I will give the Government two credits out of that dismal tale.  Its follow-through on the opportunities 
in the United Arab Emirates and its agreement with Emirates airline have been excellent and I give the 
Government full credit for that.  The belated decision to provide promotion of regional tourism in regional areas 
worked well; however, there was nothing else to follow it up.   
Let us look at a few other matters.  The Tourism Council Western Australia said that the Government should 
implement planning for tourism based on a clear, long-term vision, not a hit and miss approach.  It also said that 
WA was the only State unrepresented at the Sydney backpackers expo; that is a major area of growth.  It also 
said that the Government should lift the WA Tourism Commission’s morale so that it could return to its previous 
position.  Camille Bradsmith, president of Events Industry Association, said that Clive Brown must open his 
eyes and look at what is going on.  The Tourism Council, the Events Industry Association and former Tourism 
Council directors are all saying that tourism is dead and nothing is happening.  All that is happening is a 
reorganisation of the Tourism Commission, which has gone on and on and, it appears, will never reach a 
conclusion.  Tourism needs a government commitment, it needs a vision and it needs a minister with the time, 
energy and interest in the portfolio.  This State needs a tourism minister.  Tourism must be a senior portfolio 
with a senior minister who has prime responsibility for it.  This Government is neglecting WA’s tourism 
industry. 
MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.09 pm]:  I heard the Premier say during the Leader of the Opposition’s 
speech that the Opposition has no faith in Western Australia.  The fact is that we have no faith in this 
Government when it comes to tourism.  A Labor Party policy speech prior to the election stated - 

undertake the following tourism projects in the South West initiated by the Regional Forest Agreement 
(RFA): 
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- a $1 million environmentally sensitive karri tourist drive near Pemberton; 
Have we got it?  No. 

- a $2 million tourist attraction in the Manjimup/Nannup region; 

Have we got it?  No. 

- a $1 million upgrade of tourism facilities at Wellington National Park; 

Have we got it?  No. 

- a $2 million development of three environmentally sensitive camping and chalet sites; 

Have we got it?  No. 

- bring forward the sealing of Mowen Road between Nannup and Margaret River to 2007-08 at 
a cost of $2 million. 

Have we heard anything about that?  No, nothing at all.  I will tell members why - because the industry is in a 
shambles.  In The West Australian in September we saw an overview of the performance of the Western 
Australian Tourism Commission.  It stated that the WA Tourism Commission was bogged down in bureaucracy, 
skill levels were dropping, and it was reluctant to cooperate with the industry.  This Government has had 20 
months since coming to office to restructure the WATC, and that has still not been achieved.  Only six weeks 
ago the WATC advertised for eastern and western hemisphere directors or general managers.  A shortlist has not 
even been established.  When the budget was brought down for the eastern hemisphere section, the Government 
said that the major markets of Singapore and Malaysia continued to provide the bulk of visitors from this region 
- after 20 months no-one is directly controlling that section.   

It now appears we may lose the EventsCorp rally.  This morning’s paper indicates that that event is a shambles.  
The article states - 

Rally chief dumped 
Rally Australia’s acting executive director Shani Wood was dumped just hours after the event finished 
on Sunday night. 

This is the confidence that the Western Australian public sees in this Government and the Western Australian 
tourism industry. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Were you there at breakfast yesterday morning? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Does the Premier know why I was not?  I got up at 4.00 am to prepare for the sentencing 
Bills.  I rang to give the Premier a message.  I was told 400 would be attending; 92 turned up.  They had to ring 
around to get people to come and listen to the Premier, and they said his performance was pitiful. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Who are “they”? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It was a rent-a-crowd.  They said no-one wanted to hear what he had to say.  This afternoon 
I received a briefing about a talk given by the Premier.  He was invited by the Tourism Council of Western 
Australia to give an update, but everybody was bored to sobs.  It was a bit like the Diggers and Dealers 
conference when he was asked to sit down; he said he would speak more, and they booed him to sit down.  That 
is what they thought about the Premier yesterday morning at breakfast.  They said, “This Premier comes along to 
tell us what is happening in the industry and all he has to present is a bureaucratic speech written for him.”  They 
said he spoke about his trip to the Emirates, but there was no plan and no vision.  They said it was so 
disappointing. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Who are “they”? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The people who were there listening to the Premier’s drivel.  They are concerned about the 
Premier’s lack of vision.  When I attend a tourism function, the Premier’s minister is not there.  Hon Ken Travers 
may come along sometimes, but the minister is never there.  After we had our debate not long ago, the 
stakeholders had a meeting with the Premier and they said that the Minister for Tourism, Clive Brown, just 
ummed and ahed.  They said, “He should not treat us like idiots when he is talking to us.”  I am referring to the 
meeting that the Premier attended with his minister, along with his deputy and also his bureaucrats, and the 
Tourism Council members.  They said that the Minister for Tourism ummed and ahed, he was pathetic, and that 
the meeting was very disappointing. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  The member for Nedlands has not made one substantial point in any of the speeches she has 
delivered. 
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have made quite a few good strikes against the Premier.  Besides being dull, inert, 
complacent and mediocre, this Government is dangerous for the economic and social wellbeing of this State. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The rally budget I was speaking about, before I was rudely interrupted, has been cut by 
$800 000 a year.  That rally brings $14 million to $20 million a year into this State, and we are in danger of 
losing it because of this Government’s incompetence.  It is a shambles.  The reporter who wrote this article about 
the rally event said - 

Several senior members of Rally Australia’s mainly voluntary workforce threatened to pull the pin on 
the event earlier this year . . .  

Why?  Because the Western Australian tourism industry is in a complete mess.  Tourism industry stakeholders 
are crying out for leadership and they are not getting it.  The Premier does not go down well with the business 
areas, either. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Other members wish to speak on this issue, but I fully support the request by Leader of the 
House for the Premier to take tourism in this State seriously and to appoint someone who is dedicated and who 
considers the jobs that are being lost in the tourism industry.  I support the motion. 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [3.16 pm]:  I will deal with the motion that has been presented to 
the House today dealing with the role of the tourism portfolio within my Government.  This Government is 
happy to debate tourism.  We take the tourism industry very seriously.  We believe it is an industry with great 
growth potential, but we note that it is facing particular challenges at the moment.  We need to have a serious 
discussion about the industry and how to develop and promote it.   

It is very difficult to describe the contributions by the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow spokesperson for 
tourism.  This is a very important industry.  Lots of issues need to be addressed by that industry, and those 
opposite have not made one positive suggestion to improve what is a difficult situation post September 11 and 
the Bali tragedy. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the Opposition did not address that issue, but I will address it.  Let us go to the 
heart of the issue.  We do have a Minister for Tourism and, what is more, our Minister for Tourism is also the 
Minister for State Development - that is an absolutely fundamental point.  One of the issues raised by the tourism 
industry when we were in opposition was that the previous Government did not understand the economic 
importance of tourism.  That portfolio was allocated, but it was not linked with the mainstream economic 
strategy for the State.  One of the first decisions this Government made was to make sure that our key economic 
minister was the Minister for Tourism.  What does this mean?  Firstly, it gives status to the tourism portfolio.  
Secondly, it recognises - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You forgot about that position in your first Cabinet. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  In our Government, the Minister for State Development has always been the Minister for 
Tourism.  This is in recognition of the link between tourism and economic development generally.  I will present 
an example of what the links are now, as opposed to what existed under the previous Government.  As the 
Leader of the Opposition knows, the Minister for State Development has the major economic portfolio in 
Western Australia.  He has responsibility for small business.  It just so happens that many, if not most, of our 
tourism operators - I say “many” because obviously there are some very big tourism operators - are small 
businesses.  The Minister for State Development is the Minister for Tourism and he is able to utilise the services 
of the Small Business Development Corporation and the services of our tourism industry.  If time were available 
I am sure the minister could illustrate how that partnership is working very well.  The Small Business 
Development Corporation is now servicing the tourism industry in a way that it never was under the previous 
Government, and that is due to the leadership of this minister.  On many occasions the Minister for State 
Development, as the primary economic development minister, has represented our State overseas.  Who was the 
Minister for Tourism for a very brief time under the previous Government?   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  What happened there? 
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Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Yes, what happened?  How long was the Leader of the Opposition the Minister for Tourism 
under the previous Government? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  About four months.  It was good. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Yes.  In other words, we have done what should have happened under the previous 
Government.  The major economic development minister should be the Minister for Tourism, because when he 
represents Western Australia overseas he is able to incorporate the tourism promotion message in every meeting 
he attends, and he does that.  
I reiterate that we have given status to tourism in Western Australia by allocating the tourism portfolio to our 
state development minister.  That state development minister has been able to incorporate his tourism portfolio 
into his broader economic portfolio in a way that is producing great benefits for our tourism industry. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the Opposition moved the motion on administrative arrangements in 
government and I will respond.  He obviously lacked the wisdom to address the issue in his motion.  I am 
addressing it. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Put the member for Rockingham in as tourism minister.  At least the industry will have a 
minister.  Give him a job.  He has more talent than the person he sits next to.  At least he knows something about 
tourism. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Rockingham should not be flattered; he should beware of opposition leaders 
bearing gifts! 

The Government has also established the Aviation Ministerial Council.  This has been a major and important 
development in the Western Australian Government.  It is chaired by me and comprises the Minister for State 
Development, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development.  It has already produced excellent results for the State of Western Australia.  It was established in 
response to the Ansett collapse, and it has supervised the subsequent recovery program.  It has supervised the 
expenditure of $5 million that was put aside to make sure we could address some of the consequences of that 
collapse.  It is developing new aviation policies, particularly for regional Western Australia.  The first part of 
those policies has been announced.  We have indicated the regulatory regime that we will apply to ensure that 
services are provided in the southern part of the State.  In the second stage, which we will address soon, we will 
deal with some of the important issues in the north of the State.   

Our major economic minister is the Minister for Tourism.  He can integrate the tourism portfolio with his broad 
range of economic portfolios.  The Aviation Ministerial Council is doing an excellent job to make sure tourism is 
reflected in our aviation policy.  In addition, Hon Ken Travers, the parliamentary secretary -  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  He tries - we give him credit.  He has a go, but he is trying to fill the void because the minister 
is not to be seen.  You have a do-nothing minister in an important portfolio.  He is not a bad bloke, but he 
doesn’t have the time or interest in the industry.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The parliamentary secretary, Hon Ken Travers, does excellent work providing support to the 
Minister for State Development with particular reference to tourism.   

In the administration of this State, under this Government, the Minister for State Development is the Minister for 
Tourism.  An Aviation Ministerial Council and a parliamentary secretary are devoted to tourism.  That is the 
support we are giving to the industry.  It is much greater than the support provided under the previous 
Government.  It is indicative of our belief in and support for that industry. 

I will refer to something that was completely ignored in the points made by the Leader of the Opposition.  We do 
not see the tourism issue as just the responsibility of the Tourism Commission.  It is the Government’s priority to 
develop our tourism industry.  We established the regional investment fund, but I will not list - 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We do not need legislation.  The fund is operating.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  We have a do-nothing Premier and a do-nothing Minister for Tourism. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  There is one difference between the Opposition and the birds in my garden: the birds are 
chipping and chirping away all the time but with a cheerful disposition, unlike the member opposite. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You should call the tourism industry and see what they think of you and your minister? 
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Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Who are they? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  A lot of people. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Do members know who he is referring to?  It is Hon Norman Moore.  

Let us consider grants from the regional investment fund.  We provided the following major infrastructure 
grants: the Goldfields Esperance Development Commission for a north heritage trail between Coolgardie and 
Laverton.  How important is that to the local tourism industry in the member for Eyre’s electorate? 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  It is extremely important. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  A grant was provided to develop a mallee fowl visitor and interpretive centre in Ongerup.  
How important is that for the tourism industry in the Deputy Leader of the National Party’s electorate? 
Mr T.K. Waldron:  Very important. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I refer to the Shire of Derby-West Kimberley, where the second stage of the Derby Airport 
runway was constructed.  My colleague the member for Kimberley is not here, but I am sure she would agree 
that it is fundamental to tourism in that area.  Funds were provided for the redevelopment of the Geraldton 
central business district and foreshore.  How important is that for tourism in the mid west?   
Mr S.R. Hill:  Very important. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  How important is the construction of the Busselton underwater observatory to the Shire of 
Busselton?   
Mr B.K. Masters:  It is important - 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is very important.  How important is the upgrade and extension of the Collie motorplex 
sprint circuit?   

Mr M.P. Murray:  It is extremely important. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the National Party is not here, so I cannot ask him about the redevelopment of 
the main street and CBD of Northam.  

Mr F.M. Logan:  He said it was fantastic. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  That is excellent.  The Leader of the Opposition should not come in here quoting figures 
from the Tourism Commission budget.  He should quote the true figures on tourism.  Seven of the major 
infrastructure grants given under the regional investment fund are being spent on promoting tourism in Western 
Australia.  That is the support we are giving tourism.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am pleased that the Minister for Education has reminded me of the Reg complex.  We all 
know about that! 

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Tell us. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I cannot do it again.  The tourism industry in Western Australia faces major challenges.  The 
first is the post September 11-Bali world in which we live.  The second is the post Ansett Australia situation and 
the air fares that have resulted from it.  This Government recognises the difficulties faced by the tourism industry 
and we want to develop a way forward, so much so that one of the first priorities I set on becoming Premier of 
Western Australia was to make sure that direct flights were established between Dubai and Perth.  The 
Opposition attacked that when I announced it.  The Emirates deal, which we put together, is fundamentally 
important for the future of our State and has resulted in four direct flights to Western Australia.  As a result of 
discussions I had in Dubai only a week ago, we are very confident that there will soon be daily flights.  It was 
explained to us that they do not currently have the plane capacity, but we are hopeful that will come forward.   

Let us go to the heart of our tourism industry.  What would threaten Western Australia’s developing tourism 
industry?  What would threaten all the good work put in by the many stakeholders to develop that industry?  
Negativity would do that and also a couple of the Opposition’s policies might interfere with the future 
development of our tourism industry.  Policy No 1 is a nuclear waste dump for Western Australia.  Let us look at 
the attitude of the Opposition on this issue.  In March 1999 Western Australian Senator Ross Lightfoot said -  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  This is the Western Australian Parliament and we are talking about the Tourism Commission 
and you go back to 1999 and Ross Lightfoot.  Is this the level of the Labor Party - throwing insults across the 
Chamber and going back in history? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  He is a Western Australian Liberal senator.  In 1999 Ross Lightfoot was reported as saying - 
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More than half the coalition would back a proposal to dump nuclear waste in Australia   

Who was part of this half of the coalition?  What did the Leader of the Opposition say when this issue came on 
for debate in Western Australia?  Did he say that a nuclear waste dump would undermine the clean and green 
image of our State?  No, he did not.  In the Parliament in July 1999 he said - 

It is clearly demonstrable that countries with existing nuclear industries also maintain vibrant tourism 
industries.   

The Leader of the Opposition has never ruled out support for uranium mining or a nuclear waste dump in 
Western Australia.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  It has nothing to do with tourism.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Government thinks it has a lot to do with tourism.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Do you support the US Navy coming to town?  They have nuclear reactors on board.  Where is 
your nuclear-free policy?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I certainly support them.  

Let us imagine this nuclear waste coming into Western Australia.  It arrives at Fremantle and has to be 
transported from Fremantle to a waste dump somewhere, with all of the risks involved.  Who would want to 
come to Western Australia?  

Several opposition members interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Does that mean the Leader of the Opposition is not against having a nuclear waste dump in 
Western Australia for overseas high-level radioactive waste? 

Let us look at the forests.  One of the most fundamental commitments the Government has given, which will be 
of great assistance to the tourism industry, is to stop the logging of old-growth forests.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Show us where the jobs are.  Go down to the south west and show us the tourism jobs and 
where they are.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.D. McRae):  Order!  The Leader of the Opposition asked for protection from a 
barrage similar to that which he is now directing across the Chamber.  I ask him to play by the rules that he 
would like set for him.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  When the member for Nedlands came into the Parliament and said she was against old-
growth logging, the Leader of the Opposition said there was a case for some logging of old-growth forest.   

These are the threats to our developing tourism industry.  The image and reputation of Western Australia is a 
fundamental issue.  Old-growth logging and a nuclear waste dump taking waste from overseas into this State 
would wreck our tourism industry.  Everyone in the industry knows that.   

This motion looks at the administrative arrangements that this Government has set up.  The Minister for Tourism 
is the Minister for State Development; he is able to coordinate the two roles.  The Ministerial Aviation Council 
and a parliamentary secretary support the minister.  We have a very strong commitment through our regional 
investment fund to tourism.  That is the support this Government is giving to tourism.  It is much more 
significant than the support it got under the previous Government and we are proud of that.  My Government 
does not underestimate the major problems facing that industry post-September 11, post-Ansett collapse and 
post-Bali.  We do not in any way underestimate the difficulties that we face.  In partnership with the tourism 
industry, we are working to a better future.   

I will give one example of how in recent days that industry has been able to benefit from creative thinking.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  What is the problem? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  I find your comments very funny.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I have not told the member for Nedlands what they are yet.   

As a result of the heightened safety concerns in Indonesia, the Dutch vessel the MS Volendam from the Dutch 
America line amended its itinerary to visit the port of Broome on Monday, 29 October so that the people who 
were on that ship could visit Broome.  We hope that another liner, the MS Prinsendam, will visit on 8 
November.  This was a small example of how creativity can be used in the current environment to create 
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benefits.  When in opposition and now in government we talked about attracting more cruise liners to Western 
Australia.  It was our work in opposition that led us to believe this was a possibility, and when the opportunity 
emerged we grabbed it.   

The Opposition has no answers to the questions facing our tourism industry.  We have an administrative 
commitment, a political commitment and a resource commitment, but, most importantly, we have a vision for 
Western Australia based upon a clean and green future.  That is fundamental to our vision.  That is what 
members on the other side do not have.  That is why, when we look to the future, we can say to the rest of the 
world that we do not log old-growth forests and we are not contemplating a nuclear waste dump to take the 
world’s nuclear waste.  That is why in the final analysis, as a result of those administrative supports, that 
political vision and this minister, we are on the road to creating a much stronger industry than was the case under 
the previous Government.   

MR C.M. BROWN (Bassendean - Minister for Tourism) [3.37 pm]:  I thank the Opposition for raising this 
matter today.  I am pleased the Opposition did so much research on this matter.  One of the things members 
opposite said at the outset was that I do not go to functions.  We asked opposition members to name one function 
that I did not attend - just one.  They have done an enormous amount of work on this and have thought about this 
for weeks, but when I asked which function they would like me to go to, they could not name one.   

I will put on the record that I enjoyed the breakfast with the Tourism Council Western Australia, the invitation 
from the Australian Tourism Export Council WA for dinner about three or four weeks ago and the time that I 
spent in Bridgetown and Ford House dealing with the tourism industry.   

I enjoyed the time I spent dealing with TCWA the day after the Bali incident.  I rang the president of the TCWA 
and suggested that we get together the day after the Bali incident as a working group.  The following day, on the 
Monday - two days after the Bali incident - I met with the Tourism Council Western Australia and the Western 
Australian Tourism Commission to deal with this matter.  However, the Opposition says I am not quick enough!  
I should have pre-empted it and rung up on Friday night and said we had to meet!  Members opposite are a mob 
of drongos.  Meetings were set up immediately.  This is how well members opposite are prepared!   

The next thing the Leader of the Opposition did was to acknowledge that international tourist numbers from the 
United Kingdom had gone up by 13 per cent.  However, he said that the Government could not count the UK 
figures because all visitors from the UK stayed with friends and relatives.  That is what he said.  However, in 
what way did the previous Government say that its Elle campaign was successful?  It said that it was successful 
because it attracted more visitors from the United Kingdom.  When the previous Government attracted more 
visitors from the United Kingdom, they stayed at hotels and used buses.  When we attract them, they stay with 
their friends and relatives.  That is what the Opposition said.  What ludicrousness! 

I took on board the Opposition’s view that we should have a vision for the tourism industry; therefore, I looked 
at the Opposition’s vision when it was in government.  What huge, massive, world-breaking vision did it have?  I 
will tell the House what it was.  It was a one-line statement.  Do members know what it said?  It said, “We will 
work in partnership with the tourism industry.”  Wow!  Unbelievable!  Is that not exciting?  That was the 
previous Government’s vision statement.  Now the Opposition is saying that we should have a vision for the 
tourism industry.   

The Opposition has simply missed the boat.  It is all very well for members opposite; they pretend that the 
September 11 events are all forgotten and did not happen.  I will tell members opposite about international 
flights coming into Western Australia.  An article relating to Westralia Airports Corporation Pty Ltd appeared in 
The West Australian on 8 October.  It dealt with the increased number of international flights coming into Perth.  
It pointed out that the major airlines that service Perth are either increasing flights on existing services, adding 
new destinations or adding bigger equipment such as 747s.  It went through the detail of this issue.  It stated that 
Qantas Airways Ltd was upgrading its afternoon 237-seat 767 flights to Singapore with a 747, which will fly on 
to Rome three times a week and Paris four times a week, while a 747 will replace a 767 on one of the morning 
flights to Sydney.  It further stated that Malaysia Airlines would add a ninth flight in October and a tenth flight 
next year.  It stated that Emirates was serving Perth with four flights a week and that that was predicted to 
increase to daily flights.  Indeed, the article indicated that the upsurge in new flights followed Westralia Airports 
Corporation reporting its strongest June half-year results, with more than 800 000 passengers travelling 
internationally through the airport.  Foreign arrivals exceeded expectations, with an increase of five per cent 
compared with the same period last year, while Australian outbound travel was slightly less than the previous 
year.  Japanese nationals led the charge, with visitors up 23 per cent to 30 June, while visitors from the UK, 
which is still the biggest category of visitors to Perth, were up five per cent in the same period.   
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When we talk about these issues, the Opposition should at least do some research to see which way air travel is 
trending and the way in which international flights and international seat capacity into Perth are trending.  I hate 
to tell the Opposition that the situation is improving.  I know that members opposite do not want to accept that.  
They do not have to accept it from me, but they do have to accept it from Westralia Airports Corporation.  I 
know that members opposite will not like to hear this, but when the situation in Western Australia is compared 
with that in a number of other States, it is clear that the situation in Western Australia is significantly better. 

The Opposition can whinge, carp and carry on.  If it brought an intellectual argument into this place, it would be 
helpful.  The fact is that it does not do so.  It is lazy.  When the Opposition is asked to back up even the simplest 
statement, it cannot do it.  That reflects on the credibility of the Opposition.  After the Leader of the Opposition 
moved his motion today, he went on to say, “If you don’t like the motion, it could at least be this.”  That is the 
degree of thought that the Opposition puts into these matters. 

I will make a final point, because I want my colleague the member for Rockingham to have a couple of minutes 
in which to speak.  The Tourism Council Western Australia developed a 10-point plan.  If I had time, I would go 
through each and every point. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Tell us a few of the points.  You have two more minutes. 

Mr C.M. BROWN:  I will tell the Opposition what one of them was.  The TCWA said that the visitor centre 
network set up by the previous Government should be rationalised.  It said that there should be a vision - not the 
previous Government’s vision but a new vision.  It said a number of things.  However, the one thing the TCWA 
did not say in the 10-point plan was that the Minister for Tourism should be replaced.  The reason that was not 
said in the 10-point plan is that the TCWA does not support the idea.  This is a beat-up by an Opposition that is 
going nowhere, knows nothing and fails to do any research on anything. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [3.46 pm]:  I agree that the status of the tourism portfolio needs to be lifted.  
The Premier talked about members on this side of the House being negative.  I want to be positive, and I usually 
try to be positive.  However, sometimes it is hard with those guys on the other side.  One thing about which I am 
extremely positive is tourism in Western Australia, particularly in regional WA.  Tourism is absolutely vital to 
regional WA.  Many volunteers are positive, and they are working hard.  Mention was made of the mallee fowl.  
I mention Kodja Place in Kojonup and the Dryandra forest.  People from the Czech Republic touring our region - 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Don’t you agree that it is much better to have the Minister for Tourism as the major economic 
development minister in this State? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I believe that more emphasis should be put on tourism; it needs to be upgraded. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  How can you get more emphasis than that?  You can’t get more emphasis than that. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Many of our country towns have been greatly assisted by tourism when other industries 
have been failing.  Those towns need more support in that area.  A clear example is Manjimup, which I visited 
recently.  It has lost a dominant industry and needs tourism to fill that hole.  However, tourism will not fill the 
whole lot, and the town needs a great deal of help.  It is a beautiful part of the south west.  When we were there 
last week, we saw that the people of Manjimup have come up with many great ideas and concepts.  However, 
they need further assistance, and better coordination is needed.  We talk a lot about the sky jetty.  That needs 
action.   

The Government needs to support the tourism sector so that it can expand what I believe is a highly professional 
industry.  Support is needed through training of personnel.  That was suggested to me strongly last week in the 
south.  For the towns to make the most of tourism, they need a supporting network and infrastructure.  Road and 
air travel is extremely important.  A viable regional airline is fundamental to tourism in regional WA, simply 
because of its size.  The Kimberley is still suffering from the demise of Ansett Australia and the withdrawal of 
airline services from some of the areas. 

I will mention quality roads, because the Premier talked about attracting people to the forests.  I think people in 
the south refer to the South Western Highway between Manjimup and Donnybrook as the goat track.  Many 
trucks use that road.  There has been talk about plantation timber being carted to a chip-mill.  That road must be 
improved.  The last stage of Indian Ocean Drive between Lancelin and Cervantes is earmarked to start next year, 
which is good.  However, a golden opportunity has been lost because the funding has been deferred for two 
years.   

I will leave it at that.  I support the motion and call on the Government to support country areas that are trying to 
make their mark on the tourism map. 
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MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.49 pm]:  I will make one quick point in the 
time remaining for me.  In the first four years of the Court Government, it had four Ministers for Tourism.  The 
Leader of the Opposition has carried on about there being a dedicated Minister for Tourism.  When he was the 
Minister for Tourism, he was also Minister for Resources Development, Minister for Energy, Leader of the 
House in the Legislative Assembly and Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party.  The Leader of the Opposition now 
says that we should have one Minister for Tourism. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [3.50 pm]:  I place on the record the convention centre, the Heineken 
Classic, the Tree Top Walk, the Stockman’s Hall of Fame, the Maritime Museum, Brand WA, Elle, the 
Busselton jetty, the Collie motorsports complex, the Pemberton tourist drive, the Kwinana motorplex and the sky 
jetty.  When will we get an announcement on the sky jetty?  The minister has the federal money.  Will we get a 
sky jetty for Manjimup and Nannup in the Donnelly Valley?  If there is a shortfall in the money, the minister 
needs to talk to the local governments in the area to find a way to counter the shortfall.  The minister should not 
kill that project, because it is very important to that area. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (19) 

Mr R.A. Ainsworth Mrs C.L. Edwardes Mr A.D. Marshall Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.P.D. Edwards Mr B.K. Masters Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr M.F. Board Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr P.D. Omodei Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Mr M.G. House Mr P.G. Pendal Mr J.L. Bradshaw (Teller) 
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr W.J. McNee Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan  

Noes (25) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr L. Graham Ms S.M. McHale Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mrs D.J. Guise Mr N.R. Marlborough Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr C.M. Brown Mr S.R. Hill Mr M.P. Murray Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms M.M. Quirk (Teller) 
Mr A.J. Dean Mr R.C. Kucera Mr J.R. Quigley  
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr F.M. Logan Mr E.S. Ripper  
Dr G.I. Gallop Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts  

            

Pairs 

 Mr R.F. Johnson Mr J.B. D'Orazio 
 Mr M.J. Birney Ms A.J. MacTiernan 
 Mr R.N. Sweetman Mrs C.A. Martin 

Question thus negatived. 
 


